Tim’s Tips for Evangelism:

1. You must have convictions about God- deeper understanding and knowledge about Him. He is King. He is Judge. These convictions will send you out into the world.

· God has revealed Himself to every man and woman. Ex: Tim LOVES his family and he exudes excitement whenever he talks about them. It should be this way for us and God. Love always involves more than one person (Trinity!).

2. You must have a conviction about man. We were created to glorify God and that is where our ultimate and maximum satisfaction can be found. Sin is an attitude, not an action. We naturally worship creation, not the Creator.

· It’s not that God does not want you to be happy, we just need to stop finding happiness in everything but God. Sin is the “de-Goding” of God which means that God is most offended in sin. Therefore, God alone can convict one of sin. Of course, sin is also against mankind. You never sin without first breaking the first commandment. 

3. You must have convictions about the Gospel. You do not fully understand the love of God if you do not fully understand the wrath of God. The Gospel exists for God’s glory- to bring men and women into the very heart of God. What is your motivation? It should be to simply be in community with God. Accepting Christ means joining this team of sharing. Live an ordinary life with Gospel intentionality.

· The Gospel is not good instruction, it is good news that is ultimately fulfilled in and by Jesus Christ. The Gospel is not just information, it is an invitation. So, people must understand their guilt toward God. There can be no presentation of the Gospel without God- this is very confrontational! People are always attempting to be their own saviors and ignoring the real substitute of Jesus. Jesus lived the life you never could have lived and died the death you deserve. He is your mediator and savior. You are more wicked than you could ever know, but are more loved than you could ever imagine. EVERYONE IS ALWAYS AN EVANGELIST. Since we are all good at gossiping, let’s gossip about Jesus! You must demonstrate and communicate the Gospel- indirect and direct communication. Focus on the essence of the Gospel, not the form (or you may miss opportunities). More people come to Christ through relationships than by any other means.

4. You must have a conviction about Hell.

*Hell is not an after thought.

5. You must have conviction about your context and your culture.

· This will effect how you communicate. Give people God’s message in ways they can comprehend. We are anchored in two things: divine culture and “real life.” Speak that person’s language. When the Gospel is proclaimed, it must be explained. You will understand people better in this way as well.

6. You must have a conviction about the church as everyone is brought to Christ through word and community. The best way that the Gospel is communicated is through community. 

· This is also how new believers are nourished. You cannot believe in Christ without being a member of the church.

7. We need the power of the Holy Spirit.

· He flies behind the Gospel. A weak but honest message is a good one.

OUR WORSHIP OF HIM MUST DRIVE OUR MISSION ON THIS CAMPUS.
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Q&A:

1. Be aware of the fact that it is not easy to fight idols.

2. What if they don’t believe in God?: Ask if this is coming form arrogance or intelligence? Be aware of the fact that you won’t be able to answer every question. Follow up. Don’t be afraid to preach the Gospel.

3. What if they ask why God would allow bad things to happen?: The Reason for God by Tim Keller. It is more difficult to handle the suffering without God- all you’re left with is nature. Also, D.A. Carson’s How Long, Oh Lord?

4. What if people don’t recognize sin?: Read Romans. You place yourself about Jesus Christ by not seeing your own need for Him. Sin is not only commission, but also omission. 

5. Should you argue your religion? When do I know if I should?: Have a real, honest debate if necessary. Realize when information is no longer being accepted.

6. What if fellow Christians are intimidated by the thought of evangelism?: People are more afraid of the form than the message. Encourage people to love Jesus and share the Gospel at all costs. It’s not when you share, but how and where.

7. What if people don’t disagree with you as you share, but their lives are not changed?: This can be even more frustrating! You don’t “get it” unless you act on it.

8. What is the best way to minister to those who claim Jesus but don’t reflect it?: Romans! There is a great parallel to Jews of that time to “Christians” of today. Look at what they value. Discern, expose, and destroy the idol.

9. What about those who express no interest?: Prayer! God cannot be limited. Rest in God’s sovereignty. It’s not 100% dependent upon you.

10. What about those who’ve “tried” Christianity before?: Recognize the idol of the relationship. Do not dismiss their honesty. Identify is they have walked away from Christ or the Gospel. There is no such thing as trying Christianity and it not working. It can be found that this person was never actually saved in the first place.

11. How do you initiate conversation?: This differs for all people. Be aware of Christ’s opportunities. Common ground, relationships, and sacrificial serving are all good tools.

12. How do you balance the importance of physical needs with the importance of spiritual needs?: The Social Gospel said that only works were necessary. The Conservative Gospel said that only word was necessary. In reality, both are 100% necessary. We strive to relieve all suffering, especially of the eternal kind. We must have both mission and mercy. John Stott’s Christian Mission in the Modern World.

13. What is an interesting tool for an explorer? Reason for God by Tim Keller, which covers both objections and positives to and of God. This is necessary for those in an urbane environment. C.S. Lewis is also a classic. David Berlinksy’s The Devil’s Delusions is also helpful as it argues against the disappearance of God and the Devil.

14. What about those who doubt the Bible?: Know your stuff. Call people on their bluff. Surprised by Joy by C.S. Lewis is his spiritual autobiography and relates his feeling of being angry at God for not existing while not claiming to believe in Him. Recognize that people often adopt trendy spiritual “outfits” and call them out on that. 

15. Any recommended scripture for the seeking?: The Gospel of John as it is written with a more Gentile perspective.

16. What about those who say it’s just not for me?: They could claim that Christianity is native to North America, but then why did we support slavery? Furthermore, the entire tale takes place in the Middle East. We claim to be a multicultural and multinational religion for every everything. You cannot reject it for that reason as that is easily proven to be incorrect. Discovering God by Rodney Stark. There are not multiple origins for religions- it is all humanity.

17. Where do/ should apologetics come in?: Contextualization is vital. Understand your own culture. Go person by person- do they respond to science?, philosophy?, etc.

18. What about those Christians who claim they are not ready to share Christ?: You can’t not want to talk about it. You must have constant growth. God makes a way and will give you the skills.

Resource Recommendations:

1. Drinking: God Gave Wine

2. Homosexuality: Richard Lovelace’s Homosexuality: How Should We Respond?

3. Body Image/ Idols in General: Tim Keller’s Counterfeit gods

4. Direct Art Evangelism: Art and the Bible by Francis Schaffer and Art for God’s Sake by Phil Rykel *Note: You should live your life in a Gospel manner and the Gospel should inform your art.

5. Evangelism: Christian Mission in the Modern World by John Stott

6. Spiritual Gifts: D.A. Carson’s Showing the Spirit

7. Defining Christianity apart form other Religions: Lee Strobel. So What’s the Difference?. Why So Many gods?. Jesus among other gods by Robbie Zacharias. *Note: You should have a basic knowledge of the other religions you come across. 

